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SIR, | 

HE Deſign which the Au- 

thor of the defence - of Mil- 

ton's Life protciles that he 
had, in writing that part of his Book 
which rclates to the Writings of the 
Primitiye Fathers, and the Canon of 
the New Teſtament, was only to 
vindicate himſelf from the Charge 


| of denying the Scripture and declaring 


his doubt that ſeveral pieces under the 
name of Chrift and his Apoſiles, re. 
cieved now by the whole Chriſtian 
Church, are ſuppoſititious ; by. ſhew- 
ing that what he had ſaid in the Litc 
of Milton, concerning the ſpurioul- 
neſs of ſeveral pieces under the name of 
Chriſt and his Apoſiles, was meant 
not of thoſe Writings which are ow 
received by the whole Chriſtian Church, 


but of thoſe Apocryphal Pieces, 
B 2 which . 


(4) 


which were in many places received | 
and approved in the Primitive T, imes. | 
This 1s what the Author profeſles to * h 
be the , only deſign of this part of _ 
his Book: And though for his own es | 
ſake I cannot bur heartily wiſh it * 
were really no other ; yet becauſe | 
there are ſcyeral Paſſages, wherein |, 
he cither ſo expreſſes the very light 
eſteem that he has for the . Primitive | 
Fathcrs, as ſeems to refle& upon our 
Religion it ſelf; orraiſes ſuch doubts * 
about rhe authority of the' Canon | re 
of the New Teſtament, as Hereticks |;; 
(to uſe his own words) may draw miſ- P| 
chievous inferances from, and by 
which Scruples may be put into the 
minds of Sincere Chriſtians ; I have ! 
therefore. ſent you ſuch ſhort re- | 
marks as upon -reading the Book 
have occurred to me, and as I hope 
may be of ſome uſe to others on 
this Occaſion. +- -- ++ - 


dA”; 


| 20S } 

| The Principal * Propoſitions 

.* which our Author maintains, and 
which I thought moſt to deſerve 

| conſideration, are theſe chree. 

; Firft, That the Books aſcribed?ax. 33, 

| to the Diſciples and Companions of” 

|the Apoflles, which are flill extant, 

and at this time thought genuine, 

and of great Authority ; ſuch as the 

Epifile of Clemens to the Corin- 

'thians, the Epiſtles of Ignatius, 

[the Epiſtle of Polycarp to the Phi- 

[lippians, the Paſtor of Hermas, 

and the Epiſtle of Barnabas ; (for 

about the reſt which he mentt- 

ſons, there 1s no great Contro* ' 

'verſie ;) are all very eaſily proved 

ito be ſpurious, and fraudulently im- 

poſed upon the credulous. 

| Secondly, That 'tis the eaſieſt pag: 38. 

task in the world, to [Few the i2no- 

rance and ſuperſtition of the Wri- 

ters of theſe Books : That Barnas pag, 45. 

bas has many ridi ulous paſſages ; 

| 3 and 


pag. 46. 


Nag. 48. 


(6) 
and by ſaying that the Apoſtles be- 
fore theirConverſon were the greateſt 
ſinners in nature, robs -us of az ar- 
gument we draw from their integri- 
ty and ſimplicity. againſt Infidels : 
That the Paftor of Hermas is the 
ſilieft. Book in the World : And 
that Jenatius ſays, the Virginity of 
Mary was a ſecret. to the Devil ; 
which, I ſuppoſe, he Cites AS A 
ridiculous ſaying, 

Thirdly, That! they who think 
theſe Books genuine, ought to.re- 
ceive them. into the Canon\of.'Strip* 


ture, ſince the reputed Atithors of | 
them. were the Companions and fel- | 
low-labourers of the Apoſtles, as well | 


as. St, Mark, - or St. Luke, which 
is the only reaſon he ever heard of, 
why . theſe two Evangeliſts -are 
thought Inſpired. For to: ſay that' 


theſe Books ought not to be received| 


20». into the Canon , becauſe the 
Ancients did not think fit to approve 


them, 


_ wo Wy an 3 oo, 


(7) 
them, is but a mere\ evaſion ; ſince 
many Books now received as ( ano- 
nical, were not atproved by the An- 
cients ; and ſome received by the pag, 57; 
Ancients,” are now rejefted by the 
Moderns ; and Mr, Dodwel owns, pag. 73: 


_ that anciently no difference was put 


by the Charch between the Aporry- 
phal and Canonical Books of the 

New Teſtament : and beſides, no 

flreſs can be laid on the Teſtimony 

of the Fathers ; ſince they not only pag, $0; 
contraditt one another, but are often 
inconſiftent with themſelves in their 
relations of the wery ſame fats ; 

were divided into various Sefs, P38: 56. 
who in thoſe early days did, like us, 
condemn one another for damnable 
Hereticks ; uſcd to reaſon precari- 

ouſly, (as Irenxus the famous Suc p. 50,5t 
ceſ/or of the Apoſiles, argues from 
the four Regions of the World, and 
the four Winds, that there cannot be 
more nor fewer than four Goſpels) 
4 and 
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and give hard names to thoſe who | 
contemn ſuch precarious reaſon- 


m1 


ons of our Author , which be- 
cauſe they ſeem to me not only 
to be falſe, but alſo to be propo- 
ſed with too bold a liberty of 
pailing cenſures upon the judg- 
ment both of the ancient and 
modern Church ; I ſhall there- 
fore in anſwer to them, and for a 
Vindication of the Primitive Fa- 
thers and Modern Doctors of the 
Chriſtian Church, with ſubmifſi- 
on advance theſe three Propo. 
{itions. 

Firſt, that though we arc not 
infallibly certain , that the Epi 
ſtles of Clemens, Ignatius, Polycarp 
and Barnabas, with the Paſtor of 
Hermas , are Genuine ; yet that 
they are generally belicycd to be 
ſo, upon very great — 
an 


g- WE; | 
"Theſe arc the cm Aſlerti- 


6 


F 
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| and with very good Reaſon. 


Secondly, That therefore, though 
they arc not received as of the 
fame Anthority with the Canoni- 
cal Books of the New Teſtament, 
yet they ought to have a propor- 
tionable Veneration paid to them, 
both with reſpe&t to the Authors 
and to the Writings themſelves. 

1hirdly, That neither the Bclicf 
of the Genuineſs of theſe Books, 


\ nor the Reſpect paid to them as 
ſuch, does in the leaſt diminiſh 


from the Authority of the New T efta- 
ment, or tend to make the number 
of the Canonical Books Uncertain or 
Precarious. 

I. Firſt, That though we arc 
not infallibly certain that the E- 
piſtles of Clemens, Tenatius, Polycarp 
and Barnabas, with the Paſtor of 
Hermas, are Genuine ; yet that 
they are generally believed to be 
lo, upon very great "— 

an 


( 10) 
and with very good Reaſon: 
r. The _ - Clemens to 
| the Corinthians.a * great © 
i Deer wy LY ia and wonderful Bpiftle, | 
j ra nan 9% Faith Exſebius, was una-l 
araucyntn 3 ®* 2:mon [ly and without any} + 


oy. Id. Il. 3. 38. 
| : eine FF «5 controverfie received by + 
I the antient Church }# | 
+ Tevrlo ig a4 __ and Þ: read pablichly in) © 
l png prod melAcuTe ty x2)" moſt C hiirches, both an} | 
ll Puts dork eyveihr 1115 tiently, and in his time} © 
l | And that the Epiſtle; 
l now extant 1s the fame with 
| that which was ſo commended 
by the - Antients,- has not been 
queſtioned. by any Learned Man 
theſe many years, and has been 
laccly ' proved: at: large by the 
Learned Door Wake in his Ge- 
| nuine Epiſtles of the - Apoſtolica 
li Fathers, and by Grabius in hi 
ll Spicilegium, p. 261.\ whom 1 {hal 
nor-now tranſcribe. | 
| 2. That /gzatins wrote frverh 
Þþ i piitics, 


q 
$ 


- 
| 


ow. 


_— _— 
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Epilles *; one to-the ,1; Mn oak 7 
Epheſians, -; one to: the. _——— 
Magneſiaus,. onc to: the 5 Svle—arhc n/res 
. y © OLAV ba » 
's ralltans, one: to .the  —e— 7 nougls 
Romans ; one: to the GE Os eur wot 
wy IY cM 
Philadelphians, one to 5 7:79, mums ane 
P . * : wp a Thorurgpay. Exſeb, Hiſt. 


the Smyracans; and one + 3 43% 772 
to Polycarp'; Euſebius 
cxpreſly teſtifies 3 quoting a large” 
paſſage :out of Ins Epiſtle to the 
Romans, which paſlage . 18'' now: 
extant word for word in that 
Epiſtle, - being publiſhed with: the 
reſt aboyc-mentioned. *- And*that 
all the Epiſtles now extant under 
theſe Titles, arc the: fame with 
thoſe mentioned by the Antients ; 
is ſufficiently proved by the very 
Learned Biſhop Pierſon in his Vin- 
dicie, Cotelerius, and others 

3- The Epiſtle of 'Polycarp to 
to the Philippians, is 
mentioned by F Irenaus * + <3 
that knew him- living, and by: 
Euſebius, 


(1) 


> 1 X A , s 6. . "M P 
t alan, be S Euſebius , T Hierom 


and others, whoſe Te- 
ſtimomes ſet down at large by 
Cotelerius ] need not tranſcribe : 
And that the Epiftle now extant 
under his Name, at leaſt: the 
greateſt part of it,” is the Genuine 

one,is acknowledged by 


* See Br. Wabes Genui . - 
Bin Fra corey, notex, All Writers eminent 


in Epiſtolas Ignatii for. Judgment and 


Learning. 

4. The Paſtor of Hermas is in- 
conteſtably a moſt antient work, 
being cited by almoſt all the Pri- 
mutive Fathers extant, that lived 
in or near the ſecond Century ; 


+ L264 &6 V8 by T benaus, by 

* De Orat. c. 12+ 0 de » [ ertullian, by T Ort- 

a _ _ 7 0% by Clem, - Alexand. 
. de Princip. an : 

Mat. pag F: Luc. mul- &C. whoſe Teſtimo- 

tiſqz aliis in locts. 


nies are ſet down at 
large by Nicol. de Nourry at the 
end of his Apparatus ad Bibliothe- 
cam maxi'tiam veterum Patrum, and 


prafixed 


(13) 
: prafixed to the Oxford Edition of 
Hermas, and to that of Cotelerizs. 
| Whether the Author of this book 
© be the ſame Hermas that is mentio- 
| ned by St. Paul, though it is affir- 
med by many of the beſt and moſt 
| judicious writers, yet 15 1t not fo 
certain, nor of ſuch conſequence, 
; that we ſhould be obliged to de- 
fend it. 

5. The Epiſtle of Barnabas is 
* alſo without controverliic antienc, 
| a work of the Apoſtolick Age, be- 
ing quoted by almoſt 


* Clem. Alex.Strom. 2. (oy 


all the * Primitive Fa- Strom. $. Origen. contra Cell. 


thers; as you may ſee *5&* 


by the Teſtimonies ſet down at 
large, in all the fame Authors 
' with the Teſtimonies concerning 
Hermas. 

Upon theſe great Authorities 
then, though we cannot be abſo- 
lutely ſure that theſe Writings are 
Genuine, yet we may well con- 
1 clude 
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dude and believe them-'to be fo, | 


notwithſtanding © the ſuſpitions 
which ſome have raiſed to. the 
contrary. There are alſo ſundry 
other Arguments, which may. be 
drawn from the ſimplicity of the 
ſtile and way of arguing uſed 
in theſe Writings, agrecable to the 
cuſtom of the Age in which they 
arc ſuppoſed to be written; from 
the conformity of the matters con- 
tained in them, to the Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of choſe times ; and 
from the exact Agreement of all 
the. Quotations of the moſt an- 
tient Authors, to the Copies extant 
at this day : All which taken toge- 
cher, afford ſo good Reaſon to be- 
lieve theſe Books to be genuine, 
that whoſoever conſiders them, 


—— 


may very well wonder at the con- 
fidence of Mr. 7. who is pleaſed 
to affirm that 'tis the eafiefl Tas 
in the World to prove all theſe Wri- 

ting 


Min k_ ey *% = wn + of My wy, 


ot. 
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tings ſpurious, and fraudulently im- 
poſed upon the credulous. 


IL Secondly, Though theſc 


| Writings are not reccived as of 


the ſame Authority with the Ca- 
nonical Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, yet ought they to have a 
proportionable Veneration paid to 
them, both with reſpect to the 
Authors and to the Writings them- 
ſclycs. 

Clemens was a Companion of 
the Apoſtles, and Ignatius and Po- 
hearp their immediate Succeſlors ; 
and if the Authors of the Epiſtle 
of Barnabas and of the Paſtor of 
Hermas were not the ſame with 
the Fcellow-Labourers and Con- 
temporaries of the Apoſtles, known 
by thoſe Names, yet are they ſo 
undeniably antient, (being certain- 
ly of the firſt Age,) as to challenge 
all the reſpe&t that can poſsibly 
be due to any Writers upon the 
ta 6b. | account 


F In his Diſcourſe of the 


| (16). 


account of Antiquity. And as to 
the Writings themſelves, though 
My. T. will not bs perſuaded: to 
grant with the Learn- 


Authority of the genuine ed Dr. T W ake, that they 


Epiſtles 


» P. 175. 


contain the true and pure 
Faith of Chrift, without the leaft 
Errour intermixt with it ; yet this 
we may be bold to affirm, that 
in general they are ſo far from be- 
traying either the Ignorance or Su- 
perſtition of their Authors, which 
Mr. T : fo confidently charges 
them with,that they contain a ye- 


ry good account of that Dofrine | 


and Dicipline of the pureſt ages of 
the Church, which all learned and 


good Chriſtians heartily wiſh 


could be reſtored at this day. 

1, The Fpiſtle of Clemens 1s 
filed by Exſebizs , (as I have al- 
ready obſerved) a great and ad- 
mirable Epiſtle z and was publick- 
ly read in the Chriſtian —_— 

[ 


x 


| 


> 
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| both before and in his time : © And 


«* ;ndeed 1t does not at all come 
« ſhort of the higheſt Praiſes which 
* the Ancients have given to 1t ; 
* being a Piece compoſed with 
* ſuch an admirable ſpirit of Love 
« and Charity ; of Zcal towards 
* God, and of concern for the 
* Church ; of the moſt excellent 
* exhortations delivered with the 
«* greateſt plainneſs and ſimplicity 
© of ſpeech, and yet preſſed many 
* times with ſuch moving clo- 
* quence too; that I cannot ima- 
*© gin what could have been de- 
© fired in ſuch an Fpiftle, more 
* proper for the end for which it 
* was compoſed ; what could have 
* b:en written more becoming an 
* Apoſtolical age, and the Pen of 
* one of the moſt eminent Biſhops: 
* of 1t. Thus the Learncd Dr. 


Wake: 
His 


( 18 ) 
His making the Scarlet thread | 
hung out by Rahab to the Spies, a 
Type of the Blood of Chriſt ; how- * 
ever it may poſſibly ſeem ſtrange 
to ſuch as Mr. 7+ was yet 1n the 
Opimon of the Ancients very a- 
grecable to the Tenour of the 
Scripture, and particularly to that | 
Type of the Scarlet Wool, where- 
with the Blood of the Sacrifice 
was ſprinkled on the People under | 
the Law, Heb. g. 19. 
The Hiſtory of the Phenix, 
mentioned 1n this Epiſtle, is con- | 
fefſedly a Fable. But he that con- 


HIT "7 OG 


fiders that it was a Story at that\y / 


time generally told and believed, | 
as 7 acitus larzely relates ; and that | 
the beſt of Men never had any 
aſlurance of being preſerved from 
vulgar and innocent Frrors; will 
not be haſty in cenſuring an ex- 
cellent Man, and an exccllent 
Book, for making ſuch a yulgar *' 


crror | 


oo ©O 
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error the Topick of a Popular Ar- 
Sument. 

2. The Epiſtles of Ignatius are 
written indeed in a plain, ſimple, 
and unaffected ihile ; as are moſt 
of the Books of the Holy Scrip- 
cure ic ſelf : but, whatever Mr. 7. 
ſays, there 1s nothing in them ci- 
ther of ignorance or Superſtition : 
unleſs a Firm belief of Divine Re- 
velation muſt be eſteemed Igno- 
rance, and a ftri4 Obſervance of the 
Laws of Chriſt is to be called Sz. 
perſ/tition. 


One Paſſage indeed there is in 
his Epiſtle to the Epheſtans, which 
Mr. 1. cannot but ſmile at: wiz. 
that the Virginity of Mary and her 
delivery, was kept in ſecret from the 
Prince of this World. Bur he that 
conſiders the manner of our Savi- 
our's temptation , - and how the 
Ancients conſtantly, and (in the 

B. 2 judg- 


( 20) 


judgment of the very Learned 
* Sanz Diabolam majus * Gr08ius) NOt Without 
liquid homine in Cr :ſto good Grounds, denied 


noviſſe hoc quidem tcm- . 
ny conſtanter , nec ſine the Devil to have 


So torecantiqui? Grp, in KNOWN- any thing at 

_—_— firſt of the great My- 
ſery of the Incarnation , will not 
for this paſſage condemn Ignati us 
of Tenorance. 

3- The Epiſtle of Polycarp to 
the Philippiaus 1s a very valuable 
Monument of Antiquity , con- 
taining nothing in it unworthy 

the Character of fo 

* *£9: Ry ima) Tlow-" great a Father. * Tre- 
aan vexertn 5,9 1&us Calls it a moft com 
{eee rec rs pleat Epiſlle ; out of 
ds et PIC they that are care- 
ſeb. Hiſt, 1,4. £-14- ex Ire- fu} of thetr own Salvati- 
mY on, may learn what was 
the Belief of that Apoſtolical Man, 

and what the form of ſound DoArine 


which he delivered in his Preach- 
Ing. | 2 
4+ The 


—_ Cakes Cie a. 


(21 ) 
4. The Paſtor of Hermas is a 

Book full of very exccllent Moral 

Inſtructions, delivered for the 

the moſt part in caſic and natural 

Similitudes , and theſe alſo ex- 

plained at large to the apprehen- 

lion of the meaneſt capacities: For 

which reaſon, though it was not 

received into the Canon of Scrip- 

cure, yet (as Euſebius 

teſtifics) it * was judged | 9% Ter armani 

by the Ancients a moſt 4%» mvim vo! intpon 5 


neceſſary Book, eſpectally Þ arows *uncyon 
for thoſe who were to be onus inuw for hes 
in ftru fe 4 5 p he fir / A; Euſeb.Hiſt. L. 4+ 
Principles of Religion ; 
and was therefore accordingly read in 
Churches: And Origen (who was 
far from being an ignorant Man) 
judges it to be a * moſt uſeful Book, ,5",5* 
Bute Mr. 7. ſaith it is the fillieft 
Bock in the World. Why he ſhould 
think ſo, I cannot apprehend, un- 
leſs it be becauſe there are here 

B 3 and 
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and there ſome few odd Paſſages 
ſcattered in it, very different from 
our modern way of Writing, 
which perhaps he can ſingle our 
and cxpoſe z And fo there is hard- 
ly any Book extant in the World, 
which a witty Man may not turn 

into ridicule. 
"All the Obje&tions which I 
think have been hitherto, made to 
4 this Book, are theſe : 
quibus core Apollotcum T BAC ® Ft Contains fabu- 
conſenſum adtruirur Li5e- Tous Viſions : Thar it 


rum Arbitrium, una Peniten- 


tia, Solitudo Monaſtica, &, Rakes t00 much for Free- 
guod -memoratu dignum, 


Purgatorium ab anu quidam will : That tt .aNgns ro 


in viſione terta profertur. 


Scultetus de Script. Apoch, every Man wo Angels . 
IY That it favours the No- 
vations in allowing but one Repen- 
tance : That it favours Monkiſb 
Solitude : and, that it ſpeaks of Pure 
gatory. The three firſt of theſe Ob- 
je&tions we ſhall conſider mme- 
diarcly ; But the three latter are 
ſo direfly falſe, that one would 
1.5 wonder 


; 2:2 
| wonder how prejudice could pof- 
ſibly be ſo ſtrong as ro make Men 
ſce in any Author thoſe things, of 
which there 15 not the /eaſft ſyllable 
or hint in the whole Book. 
That the Viſrons contained in it 
are fabulous, we ought not to ſay, 
unleſs we be ſure, cither that God 
\ never afforded any Vitions to the 
| firſt Chriſtians ; or chat theſe V1 
ſions have ſome particular Circum- 
ſtances, which prove that they 
could not come from God. - But 
if it were ſo,yct taking that which 
is uſed in this Book to be no other 
than a Parabolical way «ft Wri- 
ting, whercin the Church 15 intro- 
duced as repreſenting its vn Do- 
E&rine and Diſcipline to a ''crion 
in a Viſion, it ought not to bc 
ſtiled fabulous, any FE, 
* Parable ot che Pilprim, 
more than * other «+ the prodigat, 60. © 
Books of that kind 
which are written in our Age. 
B 4 That 


bn 
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That maintaining the freedom 
of Mans IWill,in the ſenſe that Her: 


mas aſſerts it, 1s a good Objection! 


againſt a Book, I ſuppoſe neither 
Mr. T. nor any Man elſe, at this 
time of day, will contend. 

That Hermas aſligns to. every 
particular Man two Angels, if the 
Titles of the Chapters were of any 
Authority , could not indeed be 
queſtioned. But in the Book it 


ſelf there is no ſuch thing expre/ly | 


All that the Author 
there ſays, 1s only in 


afhrmed : 


homine; unus zquitatis, & gCENCT al, That * there 
unus 1niquitatis, 
date 6, 


Mer are two Angels with 


Man ; one of Righteou|: 
neſs, the other of Iniquity ; and that 
when good thoughts ariſe in a Mans 
heart, then the Angel of Righteouſ- 
neſs (that is, fome good ſpirit) 
with him ; and when evil thoughts 
ariſe in his heart, then the Angel of 
Iniquity, (that 15, ſome evil ſpirit) 

| | tempts 


C 


| 


Fathers to 


( 25 ) 
tempts him : Which perhaps is no 
more, than what all Chriſtians 
believe. So that Core/rrius in his 
Notes upon the place, might have 
ſpared the pains of proving other 

= been of the ſame 
opinion with Hermas, till he had 
ſhown that theſe words do neceſ- 
farily ſignifie that Hermas himſelf 
was of that Opinion. 

That Hermas by allowing but 
One Repentance for great and ſcan- 
dalous Crimes, favours the Nowa- 
tians, whoſe Hereſic conſiſted in 
allowing 0 other Repentance at «ll, 
than that of Baptiſm, 1s ſo far from 
beinz true , that he in expreſs 
words oppoſes his One Repentance 
to Baptiſm, and ſays more for the 
validity and efficacy of that after- 
Repentance for Crimes commit- 
ted by Baptized Chriſtians, in this 
one little Book, than perhaps is to 
be found 1n all the other —_— 
O 
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of the three firſt Centuries put to- 
gether ; infomuch that 7ertulian, 
aftec he turned Morntani/t, and had 
embraced the Opinion of the No- 


OY (9 oi vatians,*X exclaims with 
crem tibi, & ſcrip- . . 
evra Paſtoris, quz ſola mz- all imaginable bitter- 


h &. n ab omnt . . 
Ss >cclefiarum inter neſs againſt this Book 


Apocrypha & falſa judica- 
—_ ppt bk & ipſa, & for that very reaſon, 


inde patrona ſociorum. De becauſe It was More ta- 
Pudicitia. 
vourable than any o- 


ther Book then extarit, in allow- 


ing Repentance to Adulterers after 
Baptiſm , which the Novatians 
denied. 

That this Book fayours Monkiſh 
Solitude, 1s alſo ſo far from be- 
ing eruc, that on the contrary it 

# #andat. eyen expreſly allows | Second Mar- 

- rtages, which was more than moſt 
Writers of that Age were willing 
to do. 

Laſtly, So far is this Writer 
from eſtabliſhing the Doctrine of 
Purgatory, that there is not one 

ſyllable. 


: 


- 
b. 


ſo that the Apoſtles themſelves 
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ſlable 'about it. in the whole 
Book : All the places where he 
ſpeaks of Mens undertaking ma- 
ny hardſhips, and fo purging them- 
ſelves from their ſins , being as 
plainly meant of the Penances to 
be gone . through, according to 
the then eſtabliſhed Diſcipline of 
the Church, as 'tis poſſible tor 
any -thing to be expreſſed by 


| words. | 


5. - The Epiſtle. of Barnabas 
was very much eſtcemed among 
the Antients : And. though+-x 
muſt indeed - be confefled, that 
it contains ſome very ſtrange 
and allegorical Interpretations of 


| Serigture ; yet he that conſiders 


how much that manner of In- 
rerpretation was antiently in uſe 
among the Jews in their Tar- 
gums, and how many important 
truths were that way conveyed, 


In 
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in their arguing with the Jews|. 
did often make uſe of it, as we 
ſee in their uncontroverted Wri- 
tings ; I fay whoſocyer conſiders 
theſe things, will rather chuſe 
modeſtly to ſuſpend his Judg-| -_ 
ment, than raſhly to upbraid this f 
Author with the Terms of fooliſh] 
and ridiculous. 

And as to his ſaying that the al 
Apofiles before their Converſion were 
the greateſt ſinners in nature ; this| 
does not at all rob ws of the Ar- P 
gument we uſe to draw from their 
Integrity and Simplicity againſt In: 
fidels. For ſuppoſing them to 
have becn never ſo wicked, were | 
they the leſs Simple and Illiterate 
for that 2 Or 1s their Wickedneſs 
betore their Converſion any way | , 
inconſiſtent with their Integrity | | 
after it ? But beſides, theſe Wor 
might be ſpoken with relation to | - 
ſuch ſins, as though yery great | 

in 


VS 
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in themſelycs, yet ſincere and well- 


. {meaning Men might be guilty of 


in their Ignorance; as St. Paul 
fays of himſelf, that before his 
Converſion he was the chief of 
ſinners, in reſpe&t of his blaſphem- 
ing Chriſt and perſecuting Chriſti- 
ans eventoDeath, for Chriſt's ſake. 
In ſhort, though it muſt after 
all be conteſt, that the Authors of 
theſe Writings uſed a plain, 
pular and unpolite Stile ; that they 
were guilty of ſome Miſtakes, 
in things wherein the whole world 
at that time erred with them ; (for 
which Mr. 7. 1s pleaſed to ſtile 
them Tgnorant ;) and that they de- 
livered divers things, which tho' 
very agreeable to the ſtrictneſs of 
their Diſcipline in the Primitive 
Church, yet the preſent times will 
not ſo well bear ; (for which Mr. 
T. calls them Superſtitions ;) Tho' 
I fay, all chis muſt be granted 
R yer 
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yet ſince in general the Matter of 
theſe Writings 1s ſuch, that not 
only the Ancients thought fit to 
cite them 1n their Books and read 
them in their Churches, butalfo 
the Learnedſt and moſt Judicious 
Criticks of our own times, as well 
Laicks asthoſe of the Clergy, have 
received them as genuine, and rc- 
commended - them as containing 
the true and pure Faith of Chriſt ; 
I cannot but think that the very 


great ſcorn and contempt, where- | 


with Mer. 7. hath thought fit to 
treat them, 1s a very bold afſum- 
ing to himſelf, and underyaluing 
the Judgment of the greateſt 
Men both of the Ancient and Mo- 
dern Church, and conſequently 
a Reflection upon our Religion 
its ſelf ; and that after all, we 
have very good Reaſon, as well as 
very great Authority, though not 
to recelye theſe Writings as - 
enc 
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the ſame Authority with the Ca- 
nonical Books of the New Teſta- 
ment, yet to pay them a proportio- 
nable Veneration, both with reſpect 
to the Authors ard to the Writings 
themſelves. 


II. Thirdly, Neither the Be- 
licf of the Genuineneſs of theſe 
Writings, nor the reſpect paid to 
them as ſuch, docs in the leaſt 
diminiſh from the Authority of 


the New Teſtament, or tend to 


make the number of the Canoni- 
cal Books uncertain or precari- 
OUS. 

This is the difficulty, 'on which 
Mr. 7. ſeems particularly to inſiſt, 
as if it were impoſſible for thoſe 
who believe the Genuineneſs of 
theſe Writings to give any tolera- 
ble reaſon why they do not ad- 
mit them into the Canon of the 
New Teſtament, as well as =_ 
ra 
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ral others, which are now receiy'd: 
And therefore I ſhall indeayour to 
be ſomewhat more exact and par- 
ticular in giving an Anſwer to 
It. 


x. Firſt then, tho' we have great + 


Reaſon to believe theſe Books to 
be Genuine, yet have we not the 
ſame certainty of it, as we have of 
the Genuineneſs of the Books re- 
ceiy d into the Canon of theN. Te- 


ſtament. The Books of the New Te- | 


ftament , as 1t might be proved of 
cycry one of them particularly, 
were received at their firſt coming 
forth as bcing written by Divine 
Inſpiration, and were quoted as 


ſuch by Irenzus and others of the | 


Ancienteſt Fathers : And though 
upon occafion of ſome Diſputes 
that aroſe afterwards among Chri- 
ſtians, the Authority of ſome few 
of thoſe Books came to be called 
in Queſtion 5 ( not to ſpeak at 

pre 
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preſent of thoſe Hereticks, the Ce: 
rinthians, Marcionites, Manichees, 

and others, who rejected whatſo- 

ever made againſt their abſurd 
Opinions ;) yet thoſe few Queſts 

oned Books were ſo far from be- 

ing (as Mr. T. talſcly aflerts) reje- 

fed a long time by all Chriftians al 

moſt with univerſal conſent,that even 

thoſe Books were not only kepe 
entire from the beginning, but (as 
Euſebius expreſly teit1- EE 
- were *0 «dr by mat <= 5 og 
moſt Doors of the TIS tens. 
Church, and were all ,Þ*7r,947o wv 
along read together #9 35 mats am n! 
with the other Scrip- mia" yeagor. tb. 3- <3: 
tures ; and at laſt, up- 

on the full and exact examination 

of all Circumſtances, the marter 

being put out of Queftion, they 

were unanimouſly received, as 

well by thoſe Churches where 

they were doubted before; as by 

C al} 
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all other Chriſtian Churches, ' into 
the Canon of Scripture ; and fo 
| have been continued eyer ſince by 
univerial conſent, and by the un- 
intercupted Succeſſion of Chriſtt- 
ans in all Ages. Whereas of thoſe 
Writings which we arc now ſpea- 
Ling of, that which 1s the leaſt 
controverted, wiz. the Epiſtle of 
Clemens, Was for many Ages 
thought to be urterly loſt : and 
though upon 1ts appearing again, 
the- beſt Criticks in the World 
thought they had good reaſon to 
pronougce it Genuine ; yet they 
could not be fo ſure that it was 
free from corruption and interpo- 
lation, as we are of thoſe Writings 
which were never loſt. And now 
this Argument 1s of peculiar force 
againſt Mr. 7. For it he thinks, as 
he ſays, that he can with all the 
eaſe 1n the World prove thefe 
Writings ſpurious ; (whuch not- 

with- 
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withſtanding his vain boaſt, he 
will never be able to perform ;) 
he may at leaſt allow thoſe, who 
do not doubt but they are Genu- 
ine, yct not to advance them a- 
bove their own rank, and place 
them among thoſe which by the 
Univerſal Church have been re- 
ceived into the Canon of the New 
Tettamentr. 

2. Secondly, Though the mat- 
ter of theſe Writings be ſuch, as 
thar they do therefore deſerve yery 
great veneration and reſpect ; yet 
is there plainly ſomething humane, 
ſomerhing of infirmity, ſomething 
of falibility m them, tor which 
they are with all reaſon thought 
inferior to the Writings of ti;c 
Apoſtles. And this Argument 1s 
alſo peculiarly ſtrong againſt Mr. 
T. For it he thinks, as he ſays, 
that he can with all the caſe in the 

"IS 2 World 
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World thow the [gnorance and Sw- 
perſtition of the Authors of theſe 
Writings ; well may he allow 
thoſe, who ſo far differ from him 
in this, as to think they deſcrye 
che high Character of Primitiye, 
Holy, and Apoſtolical Men, yet 
not topreſume to equal them with 
the Apoſtles themſelves. 


3- Thirdly, When we have 


made the beſt judgment of things, 


that we can poſſibly at this di- 
ſtance of time, we cannot after 
all bur pay ſome deference to the 
judgment of the Ancients, eſpect- 
ally when afſcmbled in a Council; 
and allow them to judge ſome- 
what better in the Ages next after 
our Saviour, what Writings were 
of Authority to be made the Stan- 
dard and Rule of Faith, than we 
cant after 1700 hundred years : 
Eſpecially ſince of the doubred 

Books, 
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Books, which were ſometime read 
promiſcuouſly with the uncontro- 
verted , 'tis plain they received 
ſuch only into the Canon, whoſe 
ſtile, and matter, and agreement 
with the reſt of the Apoſtolical 
Writings, do ſufhcicntly prove 
them to have judged wiſely and 
upon good Grounds. Bur this 
Argument is of no force with 
Mr. T7. 


4. Fourthly, Therefore, and 
which 1sa dire& deciſion of this 
Queſtion,l add,that the true reaſon 
why ſuch a certain and determi- 
nate number of Writings are re- 
ccived as the Canon of Scripture, 
that is, as an Authoritative Rule 
of Faith and Manners, 1s becauſe 
chey were written by the Apoſtles 
themſelves, (who arc acknowledg- 
&d to have been guided by an 1n- 
fallible Spirit,) or which 1s all one, 

C3 Were 
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were diflated, reviewed and appro: 


ved by them or ſome of them. All 
the Books of the New Teſtament, 
except the Goſpels of Sr. Mark, 


-and St. Luke, and the As of the 


Apoſiles, arc therefore received as 
Canonical , becauſe the Church 
upon undoubted Grounds be- 
lieves them to be written immed{- 


-ately by the Apoſtles themſelves ; 


and theſe three Books are there- 
fore received as Canonical like- 


wiſe, becauſe we believe them to 


have been diftated, reviewed and 
approved by ſome of the Apoſtles. 
And thus 1s a plain and direct rea- 
ſon, though Mr. 7. is ſo modeſt 
to ſay he never heard of it, why 


the Writings of St. Mark and Sr. 


Lake, who were only Compani- 
ons of the Apoſtles, are received 
among the Canonical Writings 


of the Apoſtles ; and yet the Epi- | 


ſtles of Clemens and Barnabas, who 
| were 


yy 
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were Fellow-hbourers with the 
Apoſtles, are not. And that-this 
is indeed the true reaſon , why 
ſome Books arc received as of ins 
fallible Authority, and others not; 
may be ſufficiently proved to-any: 
unprejudiced perſon, trom what 
we find in the Ancients concern- 
ing this matter. That all Books ac- 
knowledged to be written by the 
Apoſiles, were altays received as of 
unqueſtionable Authority, 1s evident. 
The Queſtion concerning any 
doubted Book, being, not whe- 


'ther the Writing of an *poltle 


ſhould be received as of good Au- 
thority or not, but whether that 
Writinz faid to be an Apoſtle's, 
were indeed the Wr-ting of him 
whoſe name it bore. That rhe 
reaſon why the Writings of St. Mark 
and St. Like were always received 
as of certain Authority, was not. be- 
cauſe they were Contemporaries 
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with the Apoſtles, (for ſo were 
Clemens and Hermas, and Barna- 
bas,) but becauſe their Writings 
were particularly approved and 
authorized by the Apoſtles, is 
plain from Exſebizs ; who tells us 
expreſly that St. Peter received and 


FH 1H approved the Goſpel of 

FK BY al bw Th - . 
Gs "wrt 3 erate, 1. ST, Mark, and that * it 
ot Ap was this approbation that 


authorized it to be received by the 
Eo Mas 8 ng CPHTEPES * In like man 
q [> 
TH naw” duTis tory ortnler ner, TT, hat $ t, John re - 


} "axle Has- 
A a eraaeb2 viewed all the Goſpels, 


E20y, dMNFH2y aun; 637» 1 
A ne. and confirred the truth 
of them ; Ireneus like- 
* Marcus diſcipulus& ir» W1ſe tells us * that what 


terpres Petri, quz a Petro S 
annunciara erant, edidit. St. Mark wrote, w4s di. 


PRs Fated by St. Peter ; and 
b.*rr,80wm ra, thar + the Goſpel o St 
Evangelium in Libro con- Litke was only a Tran 
| ſcript of St. Paul's Prea- 
ching : St. Paul himſelf plainly rc- 
fers tO 1t;' x 'Cor- 15. 5. where dev 
| 5 _ claring 
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claring unto the Corinthians the 
Goſpel which he had before Prea- 
ched, he puts them in mind how 
that Chriſt roſe from the dead accor- 
ding to the Scriptures, and that he 
was ſeen of Cephas, «dc. which ap* 
pearance of our Saviour to Peter, 
1s no yvyhere- mentioned but 1n 
Saint Luke's Goſpel, Luke 24. 34- 
And in the firſt Epiſtle to 7i- 
mothy 5. 18. he quotes it with the 
expreſs Title of Scripture ; The 
Scripture ſaith, The Labourer is 
worthy of his Hire ; which words 
are no where found in Scripture, 


but 1n St. Lxke's Goſpel, Luke 10. 


v. 7. So that 'tis without great 
reaſon, that Learned Men have 
judged it to be St. Lzke's Goſpel, 
which the Apoſtle calls his own 
Goſpel, 2 Tim. 2, 8. and clſewhere. 
And then for the As of the Apo- 
files,'tis plain they are an Account 


before 


* Baron. 
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before his Death ; ſo that they 
are with all reaſon believed tohave 
been approved by him ;and ifthey 
* Sunt enim Aﬀa S< 7 were not, ycr T being 
£©- <jus operis »6y/& cujus anciently the ſame 
* noſcit Erangelium. a#: Book vvith the Goſpel 
on ibur ecmmodius vi- Of, St. Luke, they Vere 
Cn ciommqe invicem Undoubtedly revieyyed 
Ce nSeaz DY Sf. John, together 
& ab Ais ſecernere. Dod- vvith It, and their Au- 
well Diflentatity 10.090%%". thority vyas hardly e- 
yer, that I knoyv of, called in que- 
ſton by any, but 
K TkE ks Init. ; T Marcion the Heretick. 
Laſtly, That no other 
Books, however written by the Con- 
temp*raries of the Apcſtles mere yecei- 
ved by the Ancients as of infallible 
aud deciſive Authority in matters of 
Diſpute, 1s evident. Euſebius tells 
us expreſly that the Authority of 
che” Epiltlz to the Hebrews yyas 
queſtioned by ſome, not becauſe 
they doubted whether it was writ- 


cen 
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ten in the Age of the Apoſtles, 


(for that they could not | * Tok idea tld ach 
not,) but * becauſe the *%2'4, =e's # Foualer tn 
Church of Rome «ls «ma gem pions, 
thought ic not to' be OF 
written by Sr. Paul. The Paſtor of 
Hermas alſo (as |. the * 
ſame Author tells us) * En em: 
was eſteemed ſo muTh as to be 
read publickly in Churches and 
yet never received as of infallible 
Authority:NayOrigen gocs tatther, 
& thinks 1t tobe.not oaly a uſeful 
Book, but written F & ,_ -/ 
ven with ſome degree mini Oh, ops gone 
of Inſpiration ; and, yet Þi7g.. Oy. 
{ impoſes it not upon | ve qanencripraraill 
any one to be rceccclv- Hom- 2, in Nu 2. p 
ed as Scripture. 

In.likemanner the Epiſtle of C/e- 
mens , though the moſt unque-__ 
ſtionable Piece in all Antiquity, c.;3. * 
and (as EuſebiusStiles it) * «roy = 
Noun T&LK mot, yet It Is by the! 5% : 

ſame 
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ſame Author } elſewhere reckon- 
ed up among the Apocryphal 
Pieces : that 1s, as Cotelerius well 
obſerves, not that any one doubt- 
ed of its Genuineneſs or Excel- 
lency, but only that chey would 
not reckon it among the Books 
Ts Sees yexgns, to Which Euſebius 
there oppoſes it. 

The Truth is, the unqueſtion- 


ed Works of the Apoſtles were 


not anciently (as Mr. Dodwel con- 
feſles) kept in a diſtin&t Book from 
the Apocryphal, but read and 
cited promiſcouſly with the Works 
of their immediate Succeflors : 
But then 'tis alſo certain, that as 
unqueſtioned Works of the Apo- 
{tles,>henever they were cited, were 
looked upon by all as infallible 
and deciſive ; fo the other Pieces, 
whulft they were quoted and urged 
by ſome, might as freely be de- 
med or not yilded to by others. 

7 Vainly 
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Vainly therefore doth Mr. T. 
obje&t, That they who believe the 
Epiſtle of Clemens and the reſt to 
be genuine, cannot give any reaſon 
why they do not admit it into the 
Canon of Scripture. And as falſly 
does he infinuate, that the Eſta- 
bliſhment of that Canon is uncer- 
tain and precarious. Could it be 
proved, That the Epiſilesof James 
and of Peter, and of Jude, or any 
of them, were not written by. thoſe 
whoſe Names they bear ; we ſhould 
indecd be obliged to reject them : 
And could the Preaching and Re- 
velation of Peter be proved to be 
' genuine, we ſhould be obliged to 
receive them into the Canon of 
the New Teſtament. Bur fo far 
is it from being true, That the 
Preaching and Revelation of Peter 
were ſo receiv'd by the Ancients, 
as by more than a parity of Reaſon, 
to claim adnuſlion into the Ca- 

non 
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non with his ſecond Epiſtle, and 

the reſt of the ſome time que- 
Rioned Books , that on the con- 

trary theſe Pieces (beſides the. ar- 
guments that may be drawn from 

the Writings themſelves) were 
"Nh, m9 degli don nh received by fo few of 
pe, 4 Tir aw0u8m Sv thEANCIENtS,AS tO MAKE 
_ > CA * Euſebius think 5 
win 765 129 546; 34 2. (though inthat indeed 
eo eons ns he was miſtaken,) that 
was. Hilt. 1 3-3 they vvere never quo- 
ted by any of the Ancients art all. 

What Mr. 7. has invidiouſly 

urgcd about the Diviſions among 
the Fathers, and their want of 


exactneſs 1n their Reaſonings, I ' 


ſuppoſe will not move thoſe, who 
know that + ruth 15 never the leſs 
ſuch for being ſurrounded with 
2 multitude of Errors ; and that 
Men did not then write in a Nice 
and Scholaſtick way, but in a 
plain and unpolite Stile, mixing 

Argus 
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Arguments, Similitudes and Illuſtra- 
tions promuſcouſly, * which 1s the 
way of repreſenting things po- 
pularly, and to mean Capaci- 
ries: 

Thus I have indeauoured to give 
a ſhort Anſwer to the Difficulties 
which Mr.T. has with great freedom 
propoſed : Hoping that what I have 
here wery briefly and with Submiſ- 
fron hinted, may give occaſion to 
ſome abler and more learned Pen, 
to trear of this Matter with that 
largeneſs and clearneſs, with which 


ſo vrear a Point well deſerves to 
be handled. 


I am, Sir, 


Tours. 


FINIS. 
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BOOKS ſold by James 
Knapton; at the Crown 
in St. Paul's Church- 
Yard. 


4 Apt. William Dampler's New Voyage round the World, 
4 Deſcribing particularly, the i/thms of America, fe- 
veral Coaſts = Iſlands in the Weſt- Indies, the Ifles of 
Cape Verd, the Paſſage by Terra &el Fuego, the Sonkh-Seg 
Coaſls of Chili, Peru, &c. thelfle of Guam one of the Le- 
drones, Mindanao, and other. Philippine and Eaſt-India i» 
ſlands, near Cambedia, China, &c.' New Holland, Sumatra, 
Nicobar Iſles ; the Cape of Good Hope, anti Santa Hellena. 
Their Soil, Rivers, Harbours, Plants , Animals, Wc. 
Their Cuſtoms, Religion, Government, Trade,79c, Vol. 1. 
Hliuſtrated with particular Maps and Draughts, "7h 4th Z- 
dition Correfted. { 
- His Voyages and Deſcriptions. Vol. H. -In 
Three Parts, viz. 1. A Supplement of the Voyage round 
the Word, deſcribing the Countries of Tongutn, Achin, Mas 
lacca, &c. their ProduRt, Inhabitants, Manners, Trade, 
Policy, &c. 2: Two Voyages to Campeachy ; with a 
Deſcription of the Coaſts, ProduR, Inhabitants, Log- 
wood-cutting, Trade, (9c. of Jucatan, Campeachy, New- 
Spain, &c,-- 3- A Diſcourſe of Trade-Winds, Breezes, 
Storms, Seafons of the Year, Tides-and Currents of the 
Torrid Zone throughout the World: With an Account of 
Natal in Africk , its ProduQ, Negroes, (c. Illuſtrated 
with particular Maps and Draughts. To which is added; 
& General INDEX to both Volumes. 
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